MODERN TRAVEL

In some parts of England the sight of a magpie is supposed
to be unlucky.

P. 78,1. 6.    Vodka:    a  strong,   spirituous  drink,   highly in-
toxicating, consumed in large quantities by the Russians.
1. 25.   Karbolit: the name of the engineering works at which
the writer was employed.

P. 79,1. 22. St. Petersburg: the old Czarist name for Lenin-
grad.

P. 81,1. 5. Ivan the Terrible: the Czar Ivan IV (1530-1584),
called " the Terrible " because of his ungovernable temper
and his cruel and harsh treatment of those who incurred
his disfavour.

P. 82, L 24. Adler: a member of the editorial staff of the
" Moscow Daily News," with whom the author had
become friendly.

P. 83,1. 14. Three roubles : The rouble at that time was worth
about twopence-halfpenny.

P, 84, L 3.   Metro :   the Moscow Underground Railway or

Tube.
1. 8.    Thirty kopecks : a little less than a penny.   See note to

P. 87, L n, below.

1. 19. The special Pushkin Centenary Exhibition: Alexander
Pushkin (1799-1837), Russian revolutionary writer and
poet. On the centenary of his death, in 1937, an exhibition
dealing with his life and works was held in Moscow.
1. 26. Gorky : Maxim Gorky (1869-1936), Russian drama-
tist and story-writer. He was one of the most honoured of
the older generation of Bolshevik writers and a close friend
of both Lenin and Trotsky.

P. 85,1. 2. A Stakhanovite exhibition : A Stakhanovite is a
workman who has achieved distinction for record output.
Stakhanovism was the movement, started in 1934, to try
and " step up " production. It derived its name from
Stakhanov, a miner, who was said to have hewed 102 tons
of coal in a shift of six hours.

P. 87, Li i. Ten kopecks: a kopeck (or copeck) is one-
hundredth part of a rouble. Ten kopecks would be worth
about a farthing.

P. 89,1. 7. The 1870 Paris Commune : After the defeat of the
French by the Prussians in 1870, and the consequent
abdication of Napoleon III, a communist rising took place
in Paris. For a time the rebels gained control of the city
but were finally crushed by the military forces of the
Third Republic.
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